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West Company Blo

By Heather Gurewitz. business and knowing ; how.

Gl

7' West Gompany 152, - theylwork, 1t'you don’t

There are no words to
describe the importance of
numbers in a business. Tax
time is here, and with that,
finances are on everyone’s
mind. I am already working
with clients who are coming
in with a number of inter-
esting scenarios, which
always lead me back to the
same thing. If you don’t
understand your finances,
you don’t have control of
'your business.

Knowledge is key in this
arena. If you have a book-
keeper or CPA, it doesn’t
exempt you from managing
these aspects of your

understand your books,
how do you know the per-
son you have entrusted
them to, is doing them
correctly? And let’s be
honest, we all have bad
days and make mistakes;

.your bookkeeper or CPA

can too.

Another important thing
to understand is that if you
are audited, no matter who
else signed your tax return,
you have the ultimate

responsibility. They won’t

take your bookkeeper’s
house, and they won’t take
your CPA’s car. If you are
not paying your taxes in

the, correct amounts and.at....

¢ right times, you ate,the. .

BeTEr

one responsible and your
assets are at risk.

So, it’s your business.
That means that you had
better be sure you know
what your bookkeeper is
doing, and you had better
make sure that you have
the information to keep
yourself out of trouble.

On Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to
noon, in both Ukiah and
Fort Bragg, West Company
will host a semi-webinar,

g: Good books and tax time

“TaxTalk” with. Keith Hall,.-
CPA and Natiopal Tax,
Advisor for the National
Association for the Self
Employed. This live web
presentation will include:
How to have an audit proof
tax return, how to save
money on your taxes, and
changes to the tax code for
2010. All participants get a
free copy of “Schedule C
from A to Z” co-written by
Hall. Sign up at www.west-
company.org or call 964-
7571 for more information.

West exceeds goals

West Company is pleased to annoi i
: announce that it exceed
gs 2010 goals as the Mendocino Small Business S:v:S
Hf)rtnelzlnts Cer,lter. Leveraging several funding sources to
c]jt ;ts crlzg : i$g15,000‘ g;ant, West Company helped its
> new jobs in Mendocino County, se
over $280,000 in loa}ns for business owners, a}rll’d b?llilfg
m;:rr $§37,000 of equity in their businesses.
aining was provided to 554 attendees in Uki
ah

Fort Bragg and 923 hours of business advising was 3
vided to 165 clients. o

While West Compan

y was created over 20 years ago
foster the .development of micro-enterprisez owne%l bt;
wcl)_men, this nonprofit has long provided business coun-
ls;:1 Slﬁlisznd assistance in accessing credit to all county
ow. i

e ners, regardless of ge;_lder or the size of the

Any county resident who is thinki

/ ; : ng about starti

growing a business is encouraged to cgall WestSCagtlgi)gaI? ;
1;11 Fort Bragg at 964-7571 or Ukiah at 467-5931. Acces}s’ '
the webpage at www.westcompany.org and obtain Spanish

language assistan; A
B :87 571.1 ce at 467-5922. Contact Pamela Patterson



