PRESS RELEASE – January 23, 2006

NEW BUSINESSES IN 2006

West Company will begin its Building a Better Business Workshop series on January 24th at 631 S. Orchard in Ukiah and February 1st at their Fort Bragg Office located at 760 B Stewart. The first two classes, Reality Check & Starting a Business, deal with the feasibility of the business idea. These are followed by two workshops devoted to the marketing process. March will bring two intensive days of Management, Finance & Record Keeping. The final session deals with e-commerce and how to use the Internet for your business. Class sizes are small to encourage maximum participant interaction. Space is limited so those interested should call 964-7571 in Fort Bragg and 467-5900 in Ukiah today to find out more or reserve a space.

For the first time the County of Mendocino through funding from the Community Development Block Grant Program, will be sponsoring scholarships for qualified applicants. Upon completion of the workshop series students are expected to have a completed draft of a business plan and will be required to participate in future surveys to determine the effectiveness of the training. This survey process called “MicroTest, is an initiative of the Fund for Innovation, Effectiveness, Learning and Dissemination (FIELD), a program of the Aspen Institute, and is a management tool that empowers microenterprise practitioners to gauge and improve the performance of their program and the outcomes of their clients. This testing process is the first step in the accreditation of Microenterprise Development Organizations like West Company.
Please see the Calendar section of our website for our class schedules in Ukiah and Fort Bragg.
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